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@ This week we heard from an elect 
lady, member of a Presbyterian church 
into which a dozen or so copies of 
the Journal go every week. She want- 
ed to find out about this magazine, 
had never heard of it until a Baptist 


friend mentioned it to her. Now we 
realize that every issue of the Journal 
is precious, but if you should lose 
one by reason of having passed it 


along to a friend, we will happily re- 
place it without cost. And that reminds 
us that the excellent article on Re- 
formed theology on p. 7 is by a Bap- 
tist. 


@ From Sweden we hear that Sunday 
morning services will be discontinued 
after January 1 in 121 parishes of the 
Lutheran Church because the State 
has not appropriated sufficient funds 
to provide an adequate number of min- 
isters for all pulpits. Bishop Martin 
Lindstrom of Lund, a diocese in which 
23 churches will be closed, has sharply 
protested the government’s economy 
measures which have put the churches 
on such “short rations.” All this 
seems strange to us who do not turn 
to the State for church support as we 
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do for highways, schools, etc. On the 
other hand we suppose some would 
consider it a blessing not to have to 
go through an Every Member Canvass 
every year. 


@ And from Scotland we are told 
that the 14 Free Churches on the Isle 
of Lewis have announced that any 
members working on a_ projected 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
Air Base on Sundays will be suspend- 
ed from all the rites of the Church. 
Sabbath observance on the island js 
so strict that the mail ship does not 
sail until after midnight. Personally 
we are glad to see the Scots stand- 
ing up against American commerciali- 
zation which would work them seven 
days a week. 


@ In Petersburg, Va., the teacher of 
a boys’ Sunday School class was stand- 
ing in the doorway one rainy Sunday 
morning when one of his scholars rode 
by on his bicycle. “Aren’t you com- 
ing to Sunday School today?” he called 
out to the boy. “Naw,” he replied 
as he vanished up the street. “It’s 
raining.” 


@ We would remind Journal readers 
that reprints of the study of current 
theological trends entitled “Biblical 
Theology” (Oct. 25) are available 
from the Weaverville office: 35c doz, 
$2.50 per hundred, postpaid. 


® Congratulations to Lois Valentine 
of the Westminster church, Shreve- 
port, La.; and to Janie Lou Allen of 
the Coeburn, Va., church, for perfect- 
ly reciting the Shorter Catechism. 
Your gift King James Version Bibles 
are on the way. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, a 
Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted 
to the statement, defense, and propa: 
gation of the Gospel, the faith which 
was once for all delivered to the saints, 
published every Wednesday by the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Inc., 
in Weaverville, N. C. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICES: $3 a year 
for individuals, $2 for members of 
Every Family Plan churches. All cor- 
respondence regarding subscriptions, 
advertising or other business matters 
should be addressed to the business 
office in Weaverville, N. C. Second- 
class mail privileges authorized at 
Weaverville, N. C. 


EDITORIAL correspondence should be 
addressed to P. O. Box 3108, Asheville, 
N. C. Editorial offices located at 84 
Kimberly Ave. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS notices should 
be addressed to the business office, 
Weaverville, N. C., allowing three 
weeks for change in the continental 
U.S. Change notices should include 
both old and new addresses. 
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JAPAN Increased enrollment 
and expanding facilities characterize 
Christian higher education in Japan 
these days. 


A new classroom building has been 
dedicated on the campus of Kinjo 
College, largest Presbyterian - affiliat- 
ed school in the world. Kinjo, a girls’ 
school, has more than 5,000 students 
in classes ranging from junior high 
school through senior college. 


On Shikoku, Japan’s fourth largest 
island, Shikoku Christian College, on- 
ly Christian college on the island, re- 
ports 150 students this term, largest 
enrollment in the school’s history. 


A junior college, its board of di- 
rectors is preparing now its applica- 
tion for senior college status, a pro- 
cedure which involves new equipment, 
facilities and faculty. 





KOREA — A small Presbyterian 
Bible School here has initiated a new 
procedure, admitting students in the 
fall as well as in the spring. The 
reason? To accommodate those who 
are too busy helping with rice plant- 
ing in the spring to come then. 


“We took in a fair-size class in 
April and have some more new stu- 
dents entering in October,” wrote 
Presbyterian, US, missionary Mrs. 
William A. Linton. “There seems to 
be increased interest in getting the 
training we are giving, in order to 
help the country churches.” 


The Bible school is supported by 
the Presbyterian, US, Korea Mission, 
which has worked in the Mokpo area 
since 1899. 


—Educational Department 
Board of World Missions 





Faith is the soul of religion, works 
the body. — CoLTon. 


Koreans Warn of Reds at Asian Church Meet 





TV Blackout Lauded 
By German Churches 


HANNOVER, Germany (RNS) — 
West German Protestants and Roman 
Catholics expressed gratification over 
an announcement here by the West 
German television network to dispense 
with its programming between 6 and 
8 p. m. on Christmas Eve, the tradi- 
tional family gathering time during 
the Yuletide in Germany. 


In contrast to the U. S., the high- 
point of the Christmas season in Ger- 
many is Christmas Eve, when families 
join under lighted Christmas trees, 
carols are sung and presents are ex- 
changed. 


Meanwhile, authorities in both 
Churches announced they will increase 
efforts to guard against commerciali- 
zation of Churches this year. In re- 
cent years, Church leaders have spon- 
sored joint local campaigns denounc- 
ing the misuse of Christmas symbols 
by industry and shopkeepers to at- 
tract customers and boost Christmas 
sales. 





Convent Fight Results 
In Expulsion of Nuns 


TREVISO, Italy (RNS) — On or- 
ders of Valerio Cardinal] Valeri, pre- 
fect of the Vatican’s Sacred Congre- 
gation of Religious, seven nuns left 
a cloistered convent near here where 
a dispute between two groups of sis- 
ters erupted into fighting earlier. The 
nuns were expelled for “a grave act 
of disobedience” within the convent 
of the Order of St. Claire located in 
the village of San Dona di Piave. 


Six men — a villager, two police- 
men, and three monks from a neigh- 
boring monastery — were excommuni- 
cated because they entered the con- 
vent to try and stop the fighting. 
Catholic Church law prohibits men 
from entering cloistered convents. 

(Editor’s note: Next time there’s 
a fight they better send Protestants 
to stop it.) 


BANGALORE, India (RNS)—Del- 
egates representing Church bodies 
from the Republic of Korea walked 
out of the session here when a report 
urging admittance of Communist 
China into the United Nations was 
submitted to the East Asia Christian 
Conference. 


Disassociating themselves from the 
report, the South Koreans condemned 
Red China’s expansion in Asia and 
warned against its encroachment up- 
on Indian territory. The conference 
received the report and forwarded it 
to 48 member Churches for study. 


Formed in 1959, the East Asia 
Christian Conference is co-sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches 
and the International Missionary Coun- 
cil. It held a special meeting, attend- 
ed by 120 Protestant, Anglican and 
Orthodox delegates, in connection 
with the WCC’s Third Assembly in 
New Delhi, to study international and 
religious issues. 





‘The Old Rugged Cross’ 
Tops Hymn Poll Again 


NEW YORK (RNS) — “The Old 
Rugged Cross” won first place in the 
National Newspapers Hymn Poll by 
being voted the favorite of 10,482 
persons out of some 61,000 readers of 
1,000 secular dailies participating in 
the survey. 


A close second was “How Great 
Thou Art,” which received 8,449 
votes. Other runners-up were “What 
a Friend We Have in Jesus,” “In the 
Garden,” “Amazing Grace,” and “Rock 
of Ages.” 


The poll was co-sponsored by Chris- 
tian Herald, nondenominational Prot- 
estant monthly published here, and 
newspaper editors in every state ex- 
cept Hawaii and Vermont. It was 
directed by Bill McVey, Christian Her- 
ald Gospel Singer, and the votes were 
tabulated by Audience Analysts of 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pa., independent re- 
search organization. 
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Chapel Hill Speakers 
Ask HUAC Abolition 


CHAPEL HILL, N. C. — Left-wing 
influences that caused an acrimonious 
period in the history of the Chapel 
Hill Presbyterian church are apparent- 
ly at it again. The church, which is 
beneficiary of benevolent funds from 
the Synod of North Carolina on ac- 
count of its student work program, 
was recently the site of a “Confer- 
ence on Freedom and the First Amend- 
ment” sponsored by the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund, an organi- 
zation which has been cited as a 
Communist front. 


Purpose of the conference, accord- 
ing to the Rev. Vance Barron, pastor 
of the host congregation, was to “alert 
the people to the dangers of right 
wing elements and the way govern- 
ment agencies go right along with 
them.” 


Speakers at the meeting called for 
abolition of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee, attacked the sev- 
eral state counterparts of the HUAC, 
suggested that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation should be shorn of some 
of its authority and called Senators 
James Eastland and Herman Talmage 
Communists. 


Anne Braden, SCEF field secretary 
and editor, and wife of Carl Braden, 
who-is serving a federal prison term 
for contempt of Congress, was one of 
the featured speakers. She called for 
organization of local cells to “educate” 
people: about the HUAC, which she 
called “a fierce creature.” 


Among the Presbyterian speakers 
was the Rev. William B. Abbot, pastor 
of the Oakdale church, Norfolk, Va. 
Mr. Abbot was quoted as suggesting: 
“The tragedy is that we don’t need 
a John Birch Society.” 


Frank J. Donner, author of The Un- 
Americans, said, “If the committee 
(HUAC) were abolished nothing 
would happen to our security because 
the elimination of Communist espionage 
and sabotage is entrusted to the ex- 
ecutive branch of the government. It 
is the HUAC which threatens our se- 
curity.” 


Abolition of state counterparts of 
the HUAC can be accomplished by 
“getting the vote into Negro hands,” 
conferees were told by David Wesley, 
a Pennsylvania newspaper staff mem- 
ber. 


Also cautioning against the HUAC 
was Dr. Waldo Beach, professor of 


Christian ethics at Duke University 
and a featured speaker at the first 
Presbyterian, US, Conference on Chris- 
tian Action at Montreat last summer. 
He described himself to the audience 
as “an old time liberal.” 


Over 100 delegates attended from 
at least eight Southern states. 


(Editor’s note: The new issue of AC- 
TION, official organ of the Board of 
Education, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va., 
has a two-page article by the Rev. Mr. 
Barron advocating pacifism and rec- 
ommending literature by the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation and the Center 
for the Study of Democratic Institu- 
tions.) 


Group of Clergymen 
Ask Braden Clemency 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
A delegation of religious leaders pre- 
sented a petition here to Attorney Gen- 
eral Robert F. Kennedy, asking clem- 
ency for Carl Braden and Frank Wil- 
kinson, who are serving one-year fed- 
eral prison sentences for contempt of 
the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. 


Mr. Braden is a field representative 
of the Southern Conference Educa- 
tion Fund and Mr. Wilkinson is a 
field representative of the National 
Committee to Abolish the House Un- 
American Activities Committee. When 
questioned by that committee in 1958, 
they refused to answer on grounds 
of the First Amendment, guaranteeing 
freedom of speech, press, and religion, 
rather than the -Fifth Amendment, 
which offers protection against self- 
incrimination. 


The delegation which presented the 
petition to the Department of Justice 
here was headed by Clarence Pickett, 
executive secretary emeritus of the 
American Friends Service Committee. 
It included Dr. John A. Mackay, pres- 
ident emeritus of Princeton (N. J.) 
Theological Seminary; Methodist Bish- 
op Edgar A. Love of Baltimore, Md.; 
and Dr. Russell Walter Bowie, profes- 
sor emeritus at Union Theological Sem- 
inary. 


The convictions of Mr. Braden and 
Mr. Wilkinson were upheld by a 5 to 
4 decision of the U.S. Supreme Court 
and they are now serving in federal 
prison. 


Other signers included Dr. Harold 
E. Fey, editor, Christian Century mag- 


azine; Dr. Paul Tillich, Harvard pj. 
vinity School; Dr. John C. Bennett, 
dean, Union Theological Seminary, y. 
Y.; and the Rev. A. J. Muste, execy. 
tive secretary emeritus, Fellowship of 
Reconciliation. 





Obstacles to Unity: 
Rome’s Official View 


FRIBOURG, Switzerland (RNS)— 
The Second Vatican Council shoul 
not be viewed as a “council of union,” 
but merely as “preparing the way’ 
for Christian unity at some time jp 
the future, the president of the Vati. 
can’s preparatory secretariat for the 
Ecumenical Council stressed here. 


Augustin Cardinal Bea, when asked 
to outline the difficulties of union 
regarding Orthodox, Anglicans and 
Protestants, made these observations: 


On the Orthodox: “. . . leaving aside 
incomprehensions and _ historical re 
sentment, one can say that the main 
difficulty lies in the papal primacy 
and particularly in the infallibility of 
the Pope.” 


On Anglicans and Protestants: “One 
could mention as a real difficulty 
points of doctrine concerning justifica- 
tion, the sacraments, and devotion to 
Mary. But the greatest difficulty, on 
which everything ultimately depends, 
is the conception of the Church, of its 
power and authority in teaching.” 


On Lutherans and the Reformed: 
“Qne also encounters the difficulty 
created by the absence of a hierarchy 
(among them) which was, as we know, 
refused in principle. The authority, 
which can impose on believers duties 
of conscience, is also one of the great- 
est difficulties on the practical plane 
of meetings and exchanges. One al 
ways asks with whom one should deal 
and who possesses the authority t 
implement the possible results of such 
meetings.” 


The cardinal made these observa 
tions in an interview with the Swiss 
Catholic news agency, KIPA. 





Prayers a Best Seller 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—A 
book of the prayers offered by Dt 
Peter Marshall during the two yeat 
he served as Chaplain of the Unite 
States Senate, 1947-1949, is again 
Uncle Sam’s best-seller list this yeat, 
the Government Printing Office t 
ports. 
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What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus — 


The Precious Blood of Christ 


(Editor’s note: The following sermon 
by the great English preacher who 
died in 1902, is in a somewhat ab- 
breviated form. The original appears 
in THE PEOPLE’S BIBLE, a collection in 
25 volumes of Dr. Parker’s sermons 
published by Hazell, Watson & Viney, 
Ltd., London.) 


Text: I Peter 1:19 


My heart’s desire has ever been to 
make known to men that there is no 
salvation but by blood, and not by 
blood only, but by the particular blood 
named in the text — even the precious 
blood of Christ. 


I am afraid that in these latter days 
some of us have tried to find some 
other word to use instead of this word 
blood. We shrink from it. A dainty 
piety has forced upon us a dainty vo- 
eabulary. As the intensity of our 
love-has gone down, the intensity of 
our speech has gone down along with 
it. We speak of the life of Christ 
and the love of Christ, but we too 


seldom speak of the precious blood 


of Christ. Our frigid piety is en- 
couraged by our deceitful fancy, that 
tells us that love is a larger term.than 
blood. However, if your piety becomes 
the creature or the plaything of your 
imagination, you will commit the keep- 
ing of your soul to the most capricious 
and the most irresponsible of all. pow- 
ers. 


We need some term that lies away, 
infinitely beyond the airy and cloudy 
region of fancy; a broad and emphatic 
word — a word that carries its own 
single and definite meaning so plain- 
ly that mistake is impossible. That 
sacred and inviolable term is blood. 
The world over, that word has but 
one meaning. Even the word love may 
be tortured into ambiguity by men 
skilfull in definition, but the word 
blood is too simple, too energetic, too 


JOSEPH PARKER, D.D. 


solemn, to take upon it the faintest 
gloss of the most reluctant expositor. 


It is blood; it is precious blood; it 
is the blood of Christ; it is the blood 
that cleanseth from all sin; and to 
temper its passion by the use of sup- 
posed equivalents, is to trifle with 
the supreme purpose of God in seek- 
ing the salvation of mankind. 


In a case like this, even reverent 
paraphase is in danger of becoming 
almost profane. What other word 
can take the place of the word blood? 
Even love itself is a word with many 
aliases, or a word which admits of 
many changes and partial substitutes: 
it is regard, it is affection, it is sym- 
pathy, it is forbearance, it is friend- 
ship, it is trust — but how will you 
replace the word blood? It stands 
alone. It will not clothe itself in the 
disguises of various terms. If you 
mean to tax your fancy for the pro- 
duction of equal terms you must go 
elsewhere, for the term “blood” can 
accept no humiliation and pander to 
no disguise. 

I 


We are sometimes. asked to admit 
that it cannot be real, literal, or mere- 
ly physical blood. Why should it not 
be real blood, the actual blood of the 
body? The reference is unquestionably 
te the real blood of Jesus Christ, “who 
His own self bare our sins in His 
own body on the tree.” 


When my heart is stung to death 
by its own remorse on account of sin, 
when hell is moved from beneath to 
receive me as fit only for its devour- 
ing flames, I am in no mood to be 
satisfied with types and symbols; a 
real want demands a real remedy, a 
real sinner calls for a real Saviour, 
and real sin can be met only by real 
blood: in that infinite distress you 
must not meet me with etymologies 


and verbal dexterities, you must let 
the tormented soul have free access 
to the precious blood of Christ. 


I know well that the literalist can 
vex me with truism, and confound my 
poor learning by his brilliant ig- 
norance; he can tauntingly ask me, 
How can this Man give you His blood 
to drink? and I have no answer in 
words; he entangles me in the thicket 
of his alphabet and holds me as his 
prey, but deep down in the contrite 
heart, in the solemn sanctuaries never 
defiled by common speech, I know that 
Christ’s Word is better than man’s 
when He says, “Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
His blood, ye have no life in you.” 


We need what is truly called a 
realizing faith as well as a spiritual- 
izing power. We are sometimes un- 
der the spell of two voices and hardly 
know which to yield. The one voice 
says, Spiritualize everything; clothe 
the stones of the field with mystic 
meanings; fill the winds with - voices 
from worlds unknown; and turn the 
stars into eyes of holy watchers not 
yet named of man. 


The other voice says, Beware of mak- 
ing the simple mysterious; avoid the 
attenuation which destroys solid mean- 
ings; take the very first signification 
that occurs to the earnest mind, and 
suspect all explanations that are far 
to seek. 


These contrary voices make them- 
selves distinctly heard in the inter- 
pretation of this text; the one voice 
exhorts us to escape the narrowness 
of a literal meaning, and the other 
exhorts us not to lose the real and 
the true in some vain search for the 
speculative and the doubtful. 


A realizing faith does not make 
things less, it makes them more vivid, 
it sets them before the eyes with true 
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naturalness, and constrains their hid- 
den meaning into bold and noble ex- 
pression. I would, then, pray to have 
a realizing faith when I think of the 
blood of Christ; the life-blood; the 
blood that cleanses from all sin; the 
blood of sprinkling; the blood of atone- 
ment; the blood of the everlasting 
covenant. I would see it as blood. 


The grossness is not in the blood, 
it is in myself. The blood is holy. 
Is there aught in the great universe 
so holy as the blood of Christ? 


II 


But we cannot realize the blood un- 
til we have realized the sin. Where 
there is no conviction of sin — con- 
viction amounting to the very anguish 
of the lost in hell — there can be no 
felt need of so extreme a remedy as 
is offered by the outpouring of the 
blood of Christ. 


A self-palliating iniquity may be 
cleansed by water. The light dust 
which bespots the outer garment may 
be removed by gentle means. When 
a man feels that he has not sinned 
deeply he is in no mood to receive 
what he considers the tragic appeals 
of the Gospel; they exceed the case; 
they destroy themselves by exaggera- 
tion; they speak with self-defeating 
violence. But let another kind of ac- 
tion be set up in the heart; let the 
man be brought to talk thus with 
himself — “I have sinned until my 
very soul is thrust down into hell; 
my sins have clouded out the mercy of 
God, so that I see no longer; I have 
wounded the Almighty, I have cut my- 
self off from the fountain of life, I 
have blown out every light that was 
meant to help me upward; I am un- 
done, lost, damned,” and then by noth- 
ing but the sacrificial blood, the per- 
sonal blood, the living blood, the 
precious blood of Christ. 


The practical effects of realizing 
all that is meant by “the blood of 
Christ” are most useful. The text 
ceases to be a mere expression, and 
becomes indeed the regulative power 
of our whole life. See, for example, 
how it reduces us to a state of most 
utter and abject helplessness in the 
matter of self-salvation! If Christ 
had saved us by some lower method, 
than by the shedding of His blood, we 
might have been tempted to think that 
our redemption lay within our own 
power. But when it required the out- 
pouring of the fountain of His great 
heart, either He made a fatal mistake 
in His method, or we make a fatal 


mistake in supposing that we could 
have redeemed ourselves. 


Immediately following this reflection 
is the thought that, if so much was 
done for us, what is there that we can 
do in return? “How much _ owest 
Thou my Lord?” 


“Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


We are not our own; we are bought 
with a price; therefore we are to 
glorify God in our bodies and in our 
spirits, which are God’s. “I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mer- 
cies of God that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable un- 
to God, which is your reasonable serv- 
ice.” 

My soul, canst thou reckon a debt 
so immense? Hast thou a pen that 
can be dipped in a sea of ink and a 
hand that can wield it until the day 
of death, that the sun may be set 
down in the face of heaven? My ton- 
gue refuses the intolerable burden of 
complete acknowledgment. My age 
would wither away before the growing 
tale was well begun. I owe all to 
Christ. There is nothing mine but 
my hateful sin. He found me; He 
loosed my bond; he paid my debt; He 
sounded the depths of all my woe; 
He ransomed me with blood; “I will 
offer to him the sacrifice of thanks- 
giving, and call upon the Name of the 
Lord.” 


How poor my best return. How 
mean my gifts! How weak my serv- 
ice! But as he met me in the help- 
lessness of my sin, so will He meet 
me in the imperfection of my work. 


He will make it worthy with His own 
merit; He will complete it by His own 
might; He will sanctify it by His own 
holiness. 


III 


The blood of Christ! It did not flow 
on one day, it flows evermore! Haye 
we outlived the efficacy of the blood 
of Christ, and is the tale of His Cross 
a sound from which all the music 
has gone forever? We need the sun 
today as we have ever needed it; the 
wind is still the breath of health to 
our dying bodies; still we find in the 
earth the bread without which we can- 
not live; these are our friends of 
whom we never tire: can it be that 
the only thing of which we are weary 
is God’s answer to our souls’ deepest 
need? Can we keep everything but the 
blood of Christ? Shall the Cross go, 
and the sun be left? Verily, as the 
sun withdrew at the sight of that Cross 
and for the moment fled away, He 
would shine never more were that 
sacred tree hewn down by furious men. 


The blood of Christ is the fountain 
of immortality! The blood of Christ— 
it makes the soul’s summer warm and 
beauteous! The blood of Christ, it 
binds all heaven, with its many man- 
sions and throngs without number, in 
holy and indissoluble security! 


O my Jesus! My Saviour! Thine 
heart did burst for me, and all its 
sacred blood flowed for the cleansing 
of my sin. I need it all. I need it 
every day. I need it more and more. 
Oh, search out the inmost recesses of 
my poor wild heart, and let Thy blood 
remove every stain of evil. 





Echo From Philadelphia 
(An incident at the Billy Graham Crusade) 


Dr. Graham pointed his finger at the audience: “You may be a min- 
isterial student preparing to serve God. But if you have never had a per- 


sonal encounter with Jesus Christ you need to come. 
One 8rd-year ministerial student came. 


converted,” he hastily explained. 


“My life is good. 
into the ministry to help people have a better life.” 


You come!” 

“I didn’t come forward to be 
I felt I should go 
His counsellor pa- 


tiently explained that a Christian must have a conversion experience — 


whether or not it can be pinpointed in time. 


He read to him from John 3. 


He asked him simply if he had been “born again.” 
The student said he didn’t feel that portion of the Bible applied to 


ministers, because “only good people are called to the ministry.” He was 
not debating — just being completely frank. 


The counsellor turned to Proverbs 14:12: 


“There is a way which 


seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” 


The student was silent. 


looked up and said calmly: “You are right. 


or psychology. 
Him.” 


He read the words for himself. He finally 
I can’t rely on philosophy 
I know I have never known Jesus Christ. I do accept 
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Back talk from a Baptist — 


Is The Reformed Faith 
Exclusively ‘Presbyterian’? 


The Presbyterian Journal (Oct. 19) 
was of course justified in its criticism 
of the Baptist seminary professor 
(whoever he might be) if, as alleged, 
he interpreted the Reformed Faith as 
characterized by congregational gov- 
ernment. However, not a little may 
be said for classifying the historic 
positions of the Congregational and 
Baptist denominations as_ legitimate 
and significant embodiments of Re- 
formed Christianity. 


Classical Protestantism has followed 
two lines — the Lutheran and the 
Calvinistic. It is the latter which is 
called the “Reformed Faith.” 


From an historical standpoint, we 
would certainly be correct in taking 
the Westminster Confession as our 
standard for determining what is tru- 
ly representative of Reformed theology. 
This document, which was produced 
after the distinct doctrines of the Re- 
formed movement had already been 
worked out, sets forth these doctrines 
so as to avoid extremism and yet so 
as to affirm clearly and uncomprom- 
isingly what was held in common by 
those of that movement. 


Thus this Confession is character- 
ized by statements of the Reformed 
position which exhibit what, on the 
one hand, R. L. Dabney calls a “pru- 
dent moderation” and what, on the 
other, B. B. Warfield calls “a direct- 
ness, a definiteness, a crisp precision, 
and an unambiguous clarity which are 
attained by few confessional docu- 
ments of any age or creed.” 


In following the general Augus- 
tinian-Calvinistic emphasis on the di- 
vine sovereignty in its efficaciousness 
in the work of salvation, the Westmin- 
ster document is particularly arranged 
80 as to view this principle from the 


JAMES M. BULMAN, Th.D. 


standpoint of the “Federal” or “Cove- 
nant” scheme. The covenant idea — 
found in the writings of the early 
Church Fathers, in the medieval schol- 
astics and in the early Protestant 
leaders, both Lutheran and Reformed 
— by the time of the Westminster 
Assembly had become in Reformed cir- 
cles the dominant mode of represent- 
ing the divine dealings with man, and 
is made the “architectonic principle” 
(as Warfield describes it) of this Con- 
fession. 


The outstanding historic confessions 
of the Congregationalists and the Bap- 
tists are essentially but publications 
of the Westminster Confession, modi- 
fied so as to accord with the type of 
Church government as practiced by 
those denominations, and also, in the 
case of the Baptists, with their views 
on baptism. 


Warfield acknowledges that these 
modifications of the Westminster Con- 
fession — the Savoy Declaration of 
the Congregationalists and the Second 
London Confession of the Baptists— 
are “fully conservative of the whole 
system of doctrine taught in it and 
retain its general statements and the 
greater part of its very phraseology.” 
Speaking of these modifications of the 
Westminster Confession, along with 
certain adaptations made by Presby- 
terians in this country, he states: “The 
Independents, Baptists, American Pres- 
byterians alike gave the heartiest as- 
sent to the Reformed faith as set 
forth in this Confession.” 


In fact, Warfield pays tribute to 
the Baptists for apparently having 
done more than the Presbyterians to 
propagate the Westminster teaching! 
Speaking of the Second London Con- 
fession (which was later adopted by 
American Baptists as the “Philadel- 
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phia Confession”), in connection with 
the Savoy Declaration, he states: 


“Tt cannot be said that this Bap- 
tist recension exhibits quite the 
same degree of skill and learning 
that characterized the work 
done by the Savoy Synod: but it 
does exhibit equal fervor of re- 
ligious feeling and equal devotion 
to the Reformed faith. In it the 
influence of the Independent re- 
cension of the Westminster Con- 
fession attained its height, and 
through it perhaps the Westmin- 
ster teaching itself has reached 
its widest dissemination. For no 
more than its parent document did 
this Baptist recension remain the 
property of its English framers: 
it too crossed the sea, and in 
1742 became the standard expres- 
sion of the faith of the American 
Baptists, who have grown into a 
great host. If the Westminster 
Divines had done nothing else than 
lay down the lines upon which the 
great Baptist denomination has 
built its creed, its influence on 
the Christian faith and life of the 
masses would have been incalcul- 
ably great.” 


Of course it may be said that Con- 
gregationalists and Baptists have of- 
ten departed from their traditional 
Calvinism. But the same may be said 
of Presbyterians! 


Especially has the Calvinistic in- 
fluence been pervasive in the back- 
ground of Southern Baptists. The 
leading historian of Southern Bap- 
tists, W. J. McGlothlin, could say in 
1911, when the Second London (or 
Philadelphia) Confession was losing 
ground, that, still, “in the South (it) 
is probably the most influential of 
all confessions.” 
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Nor does the New Hampshire Dec- 
laration — the most widely used Con- 
fession among Southern Baptists to- 
day — contain anything that is really 
alien to Calvinism, although its Cal- 
vinism is not very pronounced; and 
the covenant framework is lacking. 
McGlothlin raises the question as to 
whether this Confession ought properly 
to be called Calvinistic. He claims 
that it is “non-committal” on every 
decisive issue between Calvinists and 
Arminians. But not only is every- 
thing in this Confession consistent 
with a Calvinistic interpretation, such 
an interpretation is certainly on 
the whole preferable as regards most 
of the decisive matters; and at least 
on the doctrine of perseverance it is 
certainly not non-committal. McGloth- 
lin, therefore, very properly—though 
somewhat inconsistently with his pre- 
ceding expression of doubt — goes on 
to acknowledge the Calvinistic con- 
tent of this Confession by character- 
izing it as “very moderately Calvin- 
istic.” And it is to be stressed that 
it is moderate, not modified, Calvinism 
which the New Hampshire Declaration 
presents; for none of its statements 
can be taken as changing explicitly 
what is distinctive of Calvinism. 


But if the moderateness of the New 
Hampshire Declaration gave McGloth- 
lin some measure of justification for 
saying that no pronouncedly Calvin- 
istic confession had been produced by 
American Baptists (the Philadelphia 
Confession, it is to be remembered, 
being an adaptation of an English 
confession), the same could not be 
said of that declaration of faith which 
he had signed as a professor at South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary — 
the Abstract of Principles. 


Not only is this document not in 
the slightest contrary to Calvinistic 
doctrine, but on several issues it is 
emphatically Calvinistic (particularly 
its statement that “Election is God’s 
eternal choice of some persons unto 
everlasting life — not because of fore- 
seen merit in them, but of His mere 
mercy in Christ — in consequence of 


which choice they are called, justified 
and glorified”). To be sure, in ac- 
cordance with its brevity, the Abstract 
of Principles tends to appear very 
moderate in some of its statements, 
and there is no specific reference to 
the Covenant. 


The Abstract of Principles is espe- 
cially instructive for determining the 
doctrinal position of Southern Bap- 
tists historically, since these articles 
of faith were designed to exhibit only 
those matters “universally prevalent” 
among Southern Baptists at the time 
of the founding of their first seminary 
(as J. B. Weatherspoon relates). 
Thus we find the leaders of Southern 
Baptist thought at that time expressing 
thorough Calvinistic convictions. This 
may be seen in J. L. Dagg’s work on 
systematic theology, the first text- 
book on that subject used at Southern 
Seminary, and in the treatise of J. P. 
Boyce (first president of Southern). 


The following words of John A. 
Broadus, the prince of Southern Bap- 
tists, may be taken as representative 
of the scholarly Southern Baptist view- 
point of that time: 


“The people who sneer at what 
is called Calvinism might as well 
sneer at Mount Blanc. We are 
not in the least bound to defend 
all of Calvin’s opinions or actions, 
but I do not see how any one who 
really understands the Greek of 
the Apostle Paul or the Latin of 
Calvin and Turretin can fail to 
see that these latter did but in- 
terpret and formulate substantial- 
ly what the former teaches.” 


Perhaps the readers of The Presby- 
terian Journal will pardon my quot- 
ing the following protest against the 
simple identification of Calvinism as 
Presbyterianism — a protest made by 
a Baptist editor (T. T. Eaton) of a 
generation characterized more by pole- 
mic zeal than our own: 


“It galls Baptist pride to hear 
Presbyterians talk as if they were 
Calvinists par excellence. Baptists 








. will be Calvinists when Pres- 
byterianism is as dead as the 
Pharaohs. If any one thinks they 
are better Calvinists than we are, 
let him compare our Philadelphia 
Confession of Faith with their 
Westminster, and Spurgeon’s Cat- 
echism with their Shorter. We 
are willing to give them all the 
honour which is justly their due 
for their faithfulness in standing 
by the strong doctrines. But they 
must not steal Baptist thunder.” 


* ££ & & 
Dr. Bulman is pastor of the Proyj- 


dence Baptist Church, East Spencer, 
N. C. 





YEARS OF 
FRUITFUL 


MINISTRY IN 
MANY LANDS 


It was in 1921 that Jacob Gartenhaus started 
his missionary ministry to “the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel.” 

His fortieth year of service (the twelfth of the 
International Board of Jewish Missions, Inc.) 
finds the Mission active in the United States, 
Israel, Europe, North Africa, Mexico, Australia 
and South America, ministering to both the 
spiritual and material needs of Jews. 

The prayers and gifts of Christian friends have 
helped to compile a remarkable record of growth 
and service. We thank you for your support, 
and remind you that the eternal destiny of 
thousands of Jews still to be reached depends 
upon your continued faithfulness in prayer and 
stewardship. 

* * 
If our work is new to you, write for free copy of 
our bi-monthly, THE EVERLASTING NATION, 
with articles, thrilling field reports, and current 
news of world Jewry. 


Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Dr. Robert G. Lee; Chairman Advisory Board 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF JEWISH MISSIONS, INC. 


IBJM 


P.O. Box 1256, Atlanta 1, Ga. 
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Nor does the New Hampshire Dec- 
laration — the most widely used Con- 
fession among Southern Baptists to- 
day — contain anything that is really 
alien to Calvinism, although its Cal- 
vinism is not very pronounced; and 
the covenant framework is lacking. 
McGlothlin raises the question as to 
whether this Confession ought properly 
to be called Calvinistic. He claims 
that it is “non-committal” on every 
decisive issue between Calvinists and 
Arminians. But not only is every- 
thing in this Confession consistent 
with a Calvinistic interpretation, such 
an interpretation is certainly on 
the whole preferable as regards most 
of the decisive matters; and at least 
on the doctrine of perseverance it is 
certainly not non-committal. McGloth- 
lin, therefore, very properly—though 
somewhat inconsistently with his pre- 
ceding expression of doubt — goes on 
to acknowledge the Calvinistic con- 
tent of this Confession by character- 
izing it as “very moderately Calvin- 
istic.” And it is to be stressed that 
it is moderate, not modified, Calvinism 
which the New Hampshire Declaration 
presents; for none of its statements 
can be taken as changing explicitly 
what is distinctive of Calvinism. 


But if the moderateness of the New 
Hampshire Declaration gave McGloth- 
lin some measure of justification for 
saying that no pronouncedly Calvin- 
istic confession had been produced by 
American Baptists (the Philadelphia 
Confession, it is to be remembered, 
being an adaptation of an English 
confession), the same could not be 
said of that declaration of faith which 
he had signed as a professor at South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary — 
the Abstract of Principles. 


Not only is this document not in 
the slightest contrary to Calvinistic 
doctrine, but on several issues it is 
emphatically Calvinistic (particularly 
its statement that “Election is God’s 
eternal choice of some persons unto 
everlasting life — not because of fore- 
seen merit in them, but of His mere 
mercy in Christ — in consequence of 


which choice they are called, justified 


and glorified”). To be sure, in ac- 
cordance with its brevity, the Abstract 
of Principles tends to appear very 
moderate in some of its statements, 
and there is no specific reference to 
the Covenant. 


The Abstract of Principles is espe- 
cially instructive for determining the 
doctrinal position of Southern Bap- 
tists historically, since these articles 
of faith were designed to exhibit only 
those matters “universally prevalent” 
among Southern Baptists at the time 
of the founding of their first seminary 
(as J. B. Weatherspoon relates). 
Thus we find the leaders of Southern 
Baptist thought at that time expressing 
thorough Calvinistic convictions. This 
may be seen in J. L. Dagg’s work on 
systematic theology, the first text- 
book on that subject used at Southern 
Seminary, and in the treatise of J. P. 
Boyce (first president of Southern). 


The following words of John A. 
Broadus, the prince of Southern Bap- 
tists, may be taken as representative 
of the scholarly Southern Baptist view- 
point of that time: 


“The people who sneer at what 
is called Calvinism might as well 
sneer at Mount Blanc. We are 
not in the least bound to defend 
all of Calvin’s opinions or actions, 
but I do not see how any one who 
really understands the Greek of 
the Apostle Paul or the Latin of 
Calvin and Turretin can fail to 
see that these latter did but in- 
terpret and formulate substantial- 
ly what the former teaches.” 


Perhaps the readers of The Presby- 
terian Journal will pardon my quot- 
ing the following protest against the 
simple identification of Calvinism as 
Presbyterianism — a protest made by 
a Baptist editor (T. T. Eaton) of a 
generation characterized more by pole- 
mic zeal than our own: 


“It galls Baptist pride to hear 
Presbyterians talk as if they were 
Calvinists par excellence. Baptists 








. . will be Calvinists when Pres. 
byterianism is as dead as the 
Pharaohs. If any one thinks they 
are better Calvinists than we are, 
let him compare our Philadelphia 
Confession of Faith with their 
Westminster, and Spurgeon’s Cat- 
echism with their Shorter. We 
are willing to give them all the 
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for their faithfulness in standing 
by the strong doctrines. But they 
must not steal Baptist thunder.” 
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‘Christian’ Character 


If you knew a church member who 
was a poor giver, and you wanted to 
develop in him the grace of liberality, 
would you: a) give him a tract ex- 
tolling the useful services performed 
by the Church; or b) give him a mes- 
sage along the lines of the basic Gos- 
pel message on p. 5 of this issue... 
or both? 


For many churchmen, to put spirit- 
ual things first is to evade the neces- 
sity to make the Christian faith ef- 
fective in the world. They believe 
that the Church must turn from doc- 
trinal and theological subjects to “prac- 
tical” subjects if it is to make a moral 
and social impact in our time. 


Complained a prominent educator 
last week: “Unfortunately we still 
substitute Bible reading, creed recit- 
ing and hymn singing for social jus- 
tice. This makes the Church irrele- 
vant.” 


It was the contention of this church- 
man that the Church may preoccupy 
itself with “Bible reading, creed re- 
citing and hymn singing,” or it may 
preoceupy itself with “social justice.” 
But he saw no necessary correlation 
between the two preoccupations. For 
him it was either, Be spiritual, or Be 
practical. 


But the very mystery and miracle 
of the Gospel is that progress in those 
things called “Christian” is attained 
only through preoccupation with 
“spiritual” interests! There is no 
other way to “make the Church rele- 
vant” than to stress “Bible reading, 
creed reciting and hymn singing.” The 
inability to recognize that suggests 
that one does not understand the pow- 
er that comes through the Gospel. 


Social justice — or any other ob- 
jective — is attained as men and wom- 
en catch the heavenly vision; as Jesus 
Christ becomes implanted in humanity 
through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
It is through faith that the work of 
the Church is set in motion in the 
world. And faith cometh by hearing 
and hearing by the Word of God. 


To be sure there are always some 
for whom “Bible reading, creed recit- 


DITORIALS 


and the Word of God 


ing and hymn singing” are merely re- 
ligious exercises without personal 
spiritual significance. There is always 
the “form of godliness without the 
power thereof,” even in the Church. 
But such spiritual coldness is never 
galvanized into action by dropping the 
message of the Gospel and preaching 
social justice instead. 


Teach the Bible — if your commun- 
ity needs renewal. Teach Romans — 
if your congregation is cold. Teach 
Galations — if the people are stingy. 
Teach the Gospel of John — if they 
are not the flaming evangelists they 


should be. And speak of the precious 
blood of Christ — if you want social 
justice. 





Ecumenism: Its Cause 


And Its Cure 


We have just finished an unhurried 
reading of the latest (November) is- 
sue of the International Journal of Re- 
ligious Education. We always take 
time with the IJRE, for here, in ad- 
vance, appear the ideas, the issues 
and the thought forms that we will 
meet throughout the Church tomor- 
row. 


The International Journal, published 
by the National Council of Churches, 
is the chief publication of the ecumeni- 
cal movement in America. Many peo- 
ple whose business is religious educa- 
tion and programming quote the IJRE 
with a respect that is closely akin to 
reverence. 


This particular issue is devoted to 
the science and the practice of Ecu- 
menicity, which has been defined by 
Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft as “the con- 
sciousness and desire for Christian 
unity.” (Most of the issues are ecu- 
menical in aim, of course, but this was 
a “special” issue.) 


Ecumenicity is here revealed as a 
religion to its devotees. Its swmmum 
bonum, or Highest Good, is Unity. 
According to its theology, the only 
mortal sin is Disunity. Regeneration 


consists of Union. The Kingdom of 
God is ushered in where people have 
overcome the differences keeping them 
apart. In order to hasten the coming 
of the Kingdom, the supreme task of 
the Church (meaning everybody, but 
especially those in Mission to Unity) 
is to search for a common Denomina- 
tor upon which everyone can agree, 
Like Launcelot after the Holy Grail, 
Ecumenists (a denomination like 
“Presbyterian”) seek after that basic 
idea common to us all. Then, by re. 
ducing religion to this basic idea, they 
expect to bring all of us together. 


Ecumenists (a few of whom go so 
far as to become devotees of the Re- 
ligion of the Lowest Common Denomni- 
nator) today believe they have found 
the basic idea common to us all: 
“Love.” (In practice this often turns 
out to be, “from each according to 
his ability to each according to his 
need with all things common.”) 


Ecumenists also have a different 
concept of God: “the God who acts 
existentially in history.” This deity 
has a prophet. According to the IJRE, 
he was the son of a carpenter who 
decided, as He grew up, that God was 
much more personal and friendly than 
most people thought and He made it 
His life’s work to tell others about 
this father-image that He had of God. 


They also have a Great Commis- 
sion: everybody is in mission (which 
means, “all together, now, everybody 
love!”) And they even look forward 
to a Millenium: the lion, the leopard, 
the black bear and the skunk will all 
lie down together and they will all 
smell the same. 


In the Day of Fulfillment, accord- 
ing to this issue of the IJRE, no 
church will compete with another. 
Churches will serve sectors of a com- 
munity and everybody living within 
that sector will constitute the Whole 
Church. No one will dream of choos- 
ing the congregation serving all the 
people of another sector, say across 
town, in preference to his own. 


This Religion is not for Protestants 
only, in the eyes of its devotees. Sev- 
eral references to Roman Catholics, 
too, appear in this issue of the IJRE. 
In one article, the author proudly 
boasts that the ecumenical church- 
planning body of his community (the 
inter-denominational committee which 
decides where new churches are to be 
located) includes Roman Catholics and 
they, too, are assigned areas of ex- 
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elusive jurisdiction in the city as these 
open up for new work. 


Quite obviously the cult of Ecumeni- 
city is characterized by nothing more 
pronounced than a vast shallowness. 
It is caused by disbelief; here the 
“form of godliness” without the power 
thereof is carried to the nth degree. 
A good thing (the oneness of all Chris- 
tians in Christ) has become a religion 
in its own right, providing for many 
a religious and social substitute for 
Justification, Sanctification and Adop- 
tion in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


The cure for this shallowness is the 
simplest possible — although the words 
of the Lord about the Broad Way and 
the Narrow Way preclude any ava- 
lanche of conversions from Ecumenism 
to true Christianity. A devoted and 
stubborn respect for the Bible as the 
Word of God written; and a faithful 
proclaiming of Jesus Christ as the in- 
carnate Son of God and Saviour from 
death and Hell, are the best testi- 
monies that an Evangelical Christian 
can bear. 


Above all, make no compromise or 
concession, in any matter, however 
small or seemingly insignificant, per- 
taining to the Faith or the Church. The 
Church is not in danger so long as 
men are willing to stand by their 
convictions; rejecting the blandish- 
ments of novelty which appears at- 
tractive but whose Scriptural founda- 
tions are uncertain at best. 





A wise man will desire no more than 
he may get justly, use soberly, distrib- 
ute cheerfully and leave contentedly. 
— Burton, Modern Dictionary of 
of Thoughts. 





DESTITUTE OF THE 
TRUTH Tim.16:5 





A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


SOVEREIGN IN JUDGMENT 


There is abroad today what seems 
to be a growing distortion of God, His 
love, mercy, grace and judgment. We 
are confronted on every side with a 
concept of God which rules out right- 
eous judgment on sin and unrepentant 
sinners. 


In recent weeks a good deal has been 
written and said about the Reforma- 
tion. To Presbyterians the Reformed 
Theology is basic to our interpreta- 
tion of the Scriptures and to our 
Christian witness. That the Reformed 
Faith is being perverted and diluted 
is one of the major tragedies of con- 
temporary theological life. 


It is not that we Presbyterians feel 
that we bask under a special dispensa- 
tion of divine favor. But the fact re- 
mains that within the Reformed camp 
there is to be found the highest con- 
cepts of God and His revelation to 
man to be found anywhere. 


At no point is this more evident 
than in the doctrine of the full and 
complete sovereignty of God. And nev- 
er has a generation needed a new vi- 
sion of this stirring, awe inspiring 
truth more than now. 


We read our newspapers and listen 
to news broadcasts and find ourselves 
confronted by a world in chaos, a 
chaos all the more fearful because so 
many have cast off the moorings of 
Christian conviction and fashioned for 
themselves a god which is not the God 
of divine revelation. 


What we must ever keep in mind 
is that God has not abdicated His 
throne. He is still sovereign. It is 
God who continues to deal with men 
and nations. It is God and not the 
Kremlin who is sovereign in history. 
It is God, not the United Nations, 
which controls the destinies of all man- 
kind and who will some day ring 
down the curtain of history itself. It 
is God who determines the ultimate 
destiny of man on the basis of what 
man has done about the Christ of Cal- 
vary. 


God is sovereign in His love for 
while we were yet sinners Christ died 


for our sins. His is a love offered 
freely and without distinction for all 
men to accept. 


God is sovereign in mercy and even 
today pleads with a sinful world: 
“Come now, let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool. If ye be willing 
and obedient, ye shall eat the good 
of the land: but if ye refuse and re- 
bel, ye shall be devoured with the 
sword: for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it.” 


God is sovereign in grace and offers 
salvation to “whosoever” will accept 
it. John 3:16 encompasses a picture 
of man’s lost condition and of the 
free grace available to all who will 
believe. 


God is sovereign in judgment and 
that judgment has not fallen is but 
an evidence of His love, not willing 
that any should be lost but that all 
should come to repentance. 


But let not man presume on the 
love, mercy or grace of God: “And 
the haughtiness of man shall be hum- 
bled, and the pride of men shall be 
brought low; and the Lord alone will 
be exalted in that day. And the idols 
shall utterly pass away. And men 
shall enter the caves of the rocks and 
the holes of the ground, from before 
the terror of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his majesty, when He rises 
to terrify the earth” (Isaiah 2:17-19). 


Do we hear some saying, “But that 
was the God of the Old Testament. 
We trust in the God of the New”? 


Listen, those who think the God of 
the New Testament is not a God of 
judgment: “And to you who are af- 
flicted rest with us, when the Lord 
Jesus is revealed from heaven with 
His mighty angels in flaming fire, 
inflicting vengeance upon those who 
do not know God and upon those who 
do not obey the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus. They shall suffer the punish- 
ment of eternal destruction and exclu- 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 3) 
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THE BELK BROTHERS 
Since 1886 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 
since 1923 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. : 
—_— s. C. 

. Ellison, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpeon-Plasa Store 
ay Cc. 

M. Senith, Resident Mgr. 
The Dollar ey 
Greenville, S. C 

P. Crumpler, Resident Mer. 
Belk’s ~~ wm Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Piyler, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
a? Ss. C. 

J. A. Hagins, Resident Mgr. 
hod Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Resident Mer. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 

Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Resident Mer. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

——— Inn, S. C. 

. J. Copeland, Resident Mgr. 

Parana Co. 

Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Whitmire, S. 

R. Grier Robinson, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Resident Mgr. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Resident Mer. 


Belk’s Department Store 
pees N. C. 
. Smith, Resident Mer. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Resident Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Adkiog, Resident Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Resident Mgr. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Resident Mgr. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Resident Mgr. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson 
Paragould, Ark 
W. H. Wade, Resident Mgr. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Resident Mgr. 


MISSOURI 
: nog Co. 
Carthag: 
J. A. oer Coskill, Resident Mgr. 
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]. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


Today’s lesson reduplicates some of the material used in the lesson 
for July 2, 1961. However, we shall endeavor to give a different 
treatment even in the passages that are parallel in the two lessons. 
Our present lesson deals with the announcement of the angel to 
Mary and her consequent adoration of God in the house of Zacha- 
rias. It also deals with the birth of John the Baptist and the con- 
sequent adoration of God by Zacharias, the father of John the 
Baptist. The events described in our lesson are saturated in the 


supernatural. 


Il. MARY AND GABRIEL (Luke 1:26-38). 


This part of our lesson can be presented under the 
following heading: 


1. The historical facts (1:26f). Gabriel, having 
previously been sent to Daniel (Dan. 8:15ff; 9:21-27) 
to tell him of the advent of the Messiah, now comes to 
Mary to inform her that the prophecy of the seventy 
weeks (Dan. 9:24ff) is about to be fulfilled. 


2. The facts about Mary. Here it will be well to 
note carefully the following: 


a. Her virginity. The narrative very specifically 
calls Mary “a virgin” (1:27). The word “virgin” is 
the translation of parthenos, the same word found in 
Matt. 1:21, which is a quotation from the Greek trans- 
lation (the “LXX” or “Septuagint”) of Isa. 7: 
14. The translation “girl” (in Luke 1:27 of the New 
English Bible) obnoxiously and without reason ob- 
scures the virginity of Mary. 


b. Her reaction. The visit of Gabriel produces a 
threefold reaction in Mary: (1) The general reaction 
(1:29). Mary, like Daniel over 400 years previously, 
(Dan. 9:17), became afraid when the angel appeared 
to her and addressed her as “highly favored.” She 
did not understand the import and significance of his 
visit. (2) The specific reaction (1:34). Mary, having 
been told by Gabriel that she should conceive a very 
wonderful Person, asks the natural question: “How 
shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” She well 
knows that a child cannot be born unless there is a 
sexual relation with a man. She professes that she 
has had no such relation. (3) The final reaction (1: 
38). Mary quietly submits to God’s wonderful plan 
for her (see I Tim. 2:15: Rev. 12:1-6). 


3. The facts about the Child. The following facts 
are here revealed: 


a. Born of.a woman. It was a matter of prophecy 
from the world’s beginning (Gen. 3:15) that a woman 
ag be the mother of the coming Messiah (Gal. 4: 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


Lesson for December 17, 1961 
GROWTH THROUGH ADORATION 
Bible Material: Luke 1:26-80 
Devotional Reading: Luke 1:26-38 


Memory Selection: Luke 1:46-47 





b. Born of a virgin (1:27,34). This fact was in 
line with Old Testament prophecy (Isa. 7:14; see, also, 
Prov. 30:19d; Jer. 31:22). There can be no reasonable 
doubt regarding the virgin birth of our Lord. 


c. Born to be our Saviour (1:31). The name “Jesus” 
(see Matt. 1:21) is the Greek translation of “Joshua” 
(see Heb. 4:8), which means “salvation.” The Old 
Testament prophets had repeatedly spoken of the sal- 
vation connected with the Messiah’s coming (Rom. 1; 
2; I Pet. 1:10-12). 


d. Born to reign on David's throne for ever (1:32f).. 
This was fulfilled when Christ, risen from the grave, 
sat down triumphantly at God’s right hand (Acts 2: 
29-36; Heb. 1:3; 8:1; I Pet. 3:22). The reference to 
David’s throne goes back to the prophecy made in II 
Sam. 7:12,16, which becomes the theme of many later 
prophecies (Isa. 9:6f; Jer. 23:5f; 33:15ff; Ezek. 34:23f; 
37:24f; Hos. 3:5; Amos 9:11f). All these are now ful- 
filled in Christ (Matt. 22:41-45; Acts 15:15-18; Rom. 
1:2). 


e. Born of the Holy Spirit (1:35). Here is the 
great mystery of the incarnation: Mary became preg- 
nant by the Holy Spirit. It is that simple . . . and 
that holy (Matt. 1:18). The Old Testament had 
faintly referred to this mysterious event as “the way 
(or, mystery) of a man-child in a virgin” (Prov. 30:19, 
Hebrew.) Jeremiah referred to it as “a new thing” 
that Jehovah “hath created” (or, will create) “in the 
earth” (31:22). 


f. Born with a holy nature (1:35). Christ had no 
sin in His human nature (II Cor. 5:21; Heb. 7:26; 
I Pet. 2:22-24) ; nor was it possible for His holy nature 
to commit sin (Luke 1:35; John 8:46). 


g. Born to be the Son of God (1:35). Jesus Christ 
is eternally “the Son of God” in the Trinitarian sense 
(Ps. 2:7). He was declared to be God’s Son at His 
birth (Luke .1:35; I Tim. 3:15), during His earthly 
ministry (Matt. 3:17; 17:5) and at His resurrection 
Acts 13:33f; Rom. 1:4). He is God (Ps. 45:6; Rom. 
9:6; Heb. 1:8). 
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Ill. MARY AND ELISABETH (Luke 1:39-45) . 


The main facts here may be set forth thus: 


1. Mary’s visit to Elisabeth (1:39). It was quite 
natural that Mary, now expecting the Messiah, should 
visit her older kinswoman Elisabeth, who was expect- 
ing the birth of John the Baptist. 


2. The reaction to Mary’s visit (1:41-45). The 
visit of Mary caused a manifold reaction in the house- 
hold of Zacharias. 


a. The babe in Elisabeth reacts. This babe—John 
the Baptist—“leaped for joy” at the approach of Mary. 


b. Elisabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, reacts. 
Elisabeth’s song speaks of: (1) the honored position 
of Mary among women (1:42); (2) the Lordship of 
Mary’s unborn child (1:43); (3) the spiritual relation- 
ship of her child to Mary’s child (1:44); (4) the 
blessedness of believing God’s Word (1:45a; see 1:38) ; 
(5) The recognition that the Word spoken to Mary 
shall be fulfilled (1:45). 


IV. MARY’S ADORATION (Luke 1:46-56). 


This passage is commonly called “The Magnificat”; 
it is a hymn of praise somewhat similar to Hannah's 
song (I Sam. 2:1ff). We shall here note the following: 


1. The hymn as an expression of Mary’s faith. She 
refers to God as her Saviour (1:47; see Titus 1:3; 2:10; 
3:4). This is the faith of a true believer. 


2. The hymn as an expression of Mary’s view of 
God. Mary speaks of God’s favor upon her lowly po- 
sition (1:48); of God’s great power (1:49); of God’s 
mercy unto all generations (1:50); of God’s justice 
in rectifying wrongs (1:51-52). 


3. The hymn as an expression of Mary’s faith in 
God’s faithfulness to His covenant (1:54). Mary 
knows that God is now fulfilling His promise and oath 
made to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3; 17:19; 28:18; 26:4; 
Gal. 3:8). Her unborn Son is the Seed promised to 
Abraham (Gal. 3:16). 


V. THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST (Luke 
1:57-66) . 


This section deals with the historical circumstances 
connected with the birth of Elisabeth’s child. Let us 
note here the following: 
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1, The contrast between Elisabeth’s child and Mary’, 
The following points are well worth noting: 


a. Elisabeth’s conception of John the Baptist was 
unusual (since she was barren and aged), but it was 
not miraculous. Zacharias was the natural father of 
John. But Mary’s conception was entirely supernat- 
ural. 


b. Elisabeth’s conception was not without prece- 
dents. Sarah and Hannah can be cited as cases of 
women bearing children in their old age or while bar. 
ren. But Mary’s conception of Christ was entirely 
without precedent. There is no parallel case. 


c. Elisabeth’s conception was accompanied by un- 
belief on the part of Zacharias, her husband (Luke 1: 
18-20). But in Mary’s conception no unbelief was 
manifested either by Joseph or by Mary. 


2. The circumcision and naming of John. At the 
time of circumcision the people desired that the child 
of Elisabeth be called Zacharias; but Elisabeth object. 
ed. Her objection was sustained by Zacharias, the 
father; and then it was that the dumbness inflicted on 
Zacharias (Luke 1:18-20) passed away. 


VI. ZACHARIAS’ ADORATION (Luke 1:67-80). 


This adoration is commonly called “The Benedic- 
tus”; it breathes the same spiritual atmosphere as 
Mary’s “Magnificat.” There are two main parts of it: 


1. Zacharias’ address to God (1:68-75). This holy 
man, filled with the Holy Spirit, utters forth a ma- 
jestic prophecy. The points to be noted: 


a. The benediction itself (1:68a). Zacharias be- 
gins by pronouncing the God of Israel blessed, because 
(the reason) he had begun to fulfill the promised 
salvation announced in the prophets and now about 
to be accomplished. 


b. The nature of the promised salvation (1:71-74). 
This salvation is first stated in negative terms — as 
deliverance from our enemies (1:71). Then this salva- 
tion is stated more fully in positive terms (1:72-74). 
Here we have the richness of Zacharias’ faith and knowl- 
edge of God’s plan. What God is doing now goes 
back to the promise made to Abraham (Gen. 12:3) 
and now fulfilled in Christ (Gal. 3:16). 


2. Zacharias’ address to his son (1:76-79). Two 
things may here be noted: 


a. His son’s position. John the Baptist is to be 
“the prophet of the Most High” (see Matt. 11:9). His 
position was to be very high in God’s plan. 


b. His son’s mission (1:76b-79). There are three 
things here mentioned that John the Baptist was to do 
in God's plan of redemption: (1) precede the Messiah 
(see 1:17); (2) prepare the way of the Lord (see 1: 
17); (3) give knowledge of salvation to the people 
(see Mark 1:4). “The dayspring” (1:78) clearly re- 
minds us that Zacharias knew that God was about to 
visit the earth in the Person of the Messiah (see Mal. 
4:2). 





Certain thoughts are prayers. There are moments 
when, whatever be the attitude of the body, the soul is 
on its knees.—Victor Huco 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Scripture—Luke 2:1-20 


Suggested Hymns— 
“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night” 
“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” 
“Joy to the World, the Lord Is Come” 
“Silent Night, Holy Night” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Of 
all the happy Christmas traditions, one of the very 
best is our practice of singing the beautiful Christmas 
carols. In them we have the wonderful story of Christ- 
mas expressed in beautiful words and set to beautiful 
music. This seems most appropriate because the Christ- 
mas story itself is so beautiful. 


To us, the Christmas carols and the singing of them 
make up a very important part of keeping Christmas. 
The words and music of some carols are quite recent 
in their origin. The words and tunes of other carols 
are so old that we do not know exactly where or when 
they began or who wrote them. Do we know how 
Christmas carols began, and what the first one was, 
and who sang it? Was it not the song of the angels 
who appeared to the shepherds on the very night 
Christ was born, singing: “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men”? 


The reason for the angels’ song was the event which 
had just taken place in the neighboring town of Bethle- 
hem. The herald angel had already announced the 
wonderful news to the amazed shepherds: “Unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord.” The response of heaven to this 
glorious announcement was the song of the angelic 
chorus: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace. good will toward men.” This song of the angels 
has two main parts. They deserve our thoughtful con- 
sideration. 


FIRST SPEAKER: The first stanza of the angels’ 
hymn gave glory to the God of heaven. God was glori- 
fied in the birth of Jesus Christ because God's wonder- 
ful love was more perfectly revealed than it ever had 
been before. The birth of Christ was the beginning of 
the defeat of sin and death. When Christ came into 
the world, men could look at Him and see clearly the 
glory of God: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth” 
(John 1:14). “The coming of Christ into the world 
brought new knowledge, new hope. new beauty, and 
new blessings. Because of this wonderful event, both 


Cram 


FOR DECEMBER 17, 1961: THE FIRST CHRISTMAS CAROL 
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men and angels have sung God’s praises continually. 
They still do, and they will continue to praise Him 
throughout eternity. 


A Christmas carol would not be a Christmas carol 
if it did not sound a clear note of praise. When we 
think of beauty and the blessing of the birth in Bethle- 4 
hem, we cannot help but glorify God. ; 


SECOND SPEAKER: The song which the angels a 
sang not only proclaimed glory to God in heaven but [i 
blessing to men on earth. The blessings of Christ to : 
men are many indeed, but the angels summed them up 
in the word “peace.” 


Of first importance, there is peace with God. Man 
is naturally at enmity with God because of his sin. 
His life cannot be really right and happy until he is 
right with God . . . at peace with God. Jesus came 
to make this possible, to restore man to a right rela- 
tionship with God. Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore be- 
ing justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” ; 


As a result of being at peace with God through faith 
in Christ, we may also have personal peace in our own i 
hearts. This is what Paul meant when he wrote to 
the Corinthians at Philippi that: “The peace of God 
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus.” 
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Those who are at peace with God and with them- 


selves, can live in peace with other men. There are 
cynical people who ask very critically: “What has be- 
come of the peace which Christ was supposed to bring?” 
They point to the strife, hatred, and tension which is 
so. evident in the world today. They call attention 
to the “cold war.” They remind us that the world 
is divided into two armed camps armed with nuclear 
weapons, and then they ask triumphantly, “Where is 
Christian peace?” We cannot help but be distressed 
by conditions in the world today, but we must not 
doubt God’s promises. God’s peace IS to be found in 
the hearts and lives of those who have truly received 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord. The presence 
of so much strife and conflict in the world is due to 
the fact that so many people have not accepted Christ. 
The .first Christmas carol has fullest meaning only 


for those who have accepted Christ by faith and re. 
ceived His blessings of peace. 


PROGRAM LEADER: Many of the Christmas 
carols we sing today repeat the words of the angels . . , 
the words of the “first Christmas carol.” If we would 
sing these words sincerely, we must also praise God and 
glorify Him as the angels did. We must also accept 
by faith the blessings of peace He bestows. We must, 
furthermore, share with the world that so much needs 
it, the Good News of Christ’s coming and of His sal. 
vation. Let us determine now that, not only by the 
singing of these Christmas songs, but in every phase 
of our lives we will seek to tell the world of Christ 
and His peace. 


(Close the meeting by singing “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem,” making the last stanza a personal prayer.) 
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PROTESTANT UNIVERSITY 
CALLED A CONGO NEED 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The Congo 
needs. a- Protestant university, and the 
Presbyterian mission and national 
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THE CHURCH AT HOME 


Church there should explore new ways 
of cooperation, three Congolese church- 
men said here in November. 


Representatives of the Presbyterian 
Church of Congo, in the United States 
for a two-month study tour of. the 
Church in this country, the men were 
guests at the November meeting of 
the Presbyterian, US, Board of World 
Missions. 


Invited to discuss the concerns of 
the Congo church with the Board, they 
presented a letter which said in part, 
“We strongly desire your help” in the 
operation of a theological school, sec- 
ondary, medical, agricultural, home 
and. professional trade 
emphasized the 


scholarships. They 


..need for a- Protestant university. 


And they proposed. to the Board, 
during’ the afternoon-.discussion,- that 
the Church and the Mission merge in 
Congo, and develop a new pattern of 
cooperation in the work. “We are 
convinced in our heart,” they said, 
“that the Church in Congo and the 
Church in America are two parts of 
the one church of Christ.” 


The Board voted to refer the Congo 
visitors’ recommendations to the Pres- 
byterian, US, Congo Mission for its 
comments and early report to the 
Board. It was also voted that Walter 
D. Shepard, area secretary for Africa, 
be asked to confer on the recommenda- 
tions with Congo personnel and with the 
leadership of the Congo Church dur- 
ing his December - January visit in 
the Congo. 





ARCHITECT BEGINS WORK 
ON CENTER FOR MONTREAT 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Trustees of 
the Mountain Retreat Association have 
authorized an Asheville architectural 
firm, Six Associates, to begin plans 
for a Montreat business center — the 
first step in Montreat’s new develop- 
ment program. The executive com- 
mittee of the trustees, in a Novem- 
ber meeting here, authorized employ- 
ment of the firm as architects and 
consultants for the program. 


The committeemen also gave the 
administration permission to sell its 
power lines to Carolina Power and 
Light. Co. : 


In matters related to Montreat-An- 
derson-- College, the . committee ap- 
proved plans for a convocation on 
higher education next April and ap- 
proved faculty salary raises. 


Conference schedules for the sum- 
mers of 1962-64 were approved, and 
the employment of three summer staff 
members was authorized: Prof. Ar- 
thur McDonald of Converse College 
as director of drama, Prof. Robert 
Fakkema of Presbyterian College as 
director of religious education and 
Heath Whittle of Davidson College 
as director of clubs. The trustees 
heard that 19 conferences with a total 
attendance of 1,425 have been held 
at Assembly Inn since the end of the 
summer. 





I find the doing of the will of God 
leaves me no time for disputing His 
plans. — G. MacDONALD. 
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DATES, SIZE ANNOUNCED 
FOR ‘STRATEGY’ MEETING 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Dates of 
the world-wide missions strategy con- 
sulation, announced earlier by the Pres- 
pyterian, US, Board of World Mis- 
sions for late 1962, have been set for 
October 13-19 at Montreat, N. C. 


Invitations have been sent to more 
than 150 Church leaders, boards and 
agencies in the United States and over- 
seas. They will be invited to partici- 
pate in what the Board’s executive 
secretary, Dr. T. Watson Street, has 
called “a creative venture in missions 
policy planning.” 


Representatives of younger Churches, 
missionaries, representatives — min- 
isters and laymen — of the Church at 
home and of other denominational 
boards and interdenominational mis- 
sionary agencies will meet together 
in “a free and open consultation” to 
consider the crucial issues of the 
Christian world mission today. Pur- 
pose of the consultation, as stated in 
the invitation, is “to provide guidance 
for the Board of World Missions as 
the Board determines its philosophy 
and strategy for the years just ahead.” 


Voting delegates will number 113 
and will represent the boards and 





agencies of the Presbyterian Church, 
US, the Church’s missionaries in Iraq, 
Portugal, Ecuador, Taiwan, Mexico, 
Japan, Congo, Korea and Brazil, and 
the national Churches in these coun- 
tries, with which the Board and/or its 
missions cooperate. 


More than thirty “correspondents,” 
representative of other bodies with 
which the Board or its missions are 
associated, are being invited to at- 
tend. 


From 10 to 15 “consultants” will be 
asked to participate, as highly quali- 
fied specialists in each particular area 
of concern to be studied at the consul- 
tation. They will include specialists 
in the geographical areas in which 
Presbyterian, US, missionaries work 
and in the types of work in which they 
are engaged — agricultural, educa- 
tional, evangelistic, literary, medical, 
audio-visual, etc. And they will in- 
clude representatives of ecumenical 
and interdenominational missionary 
bodies, other missionary bodies and 
younger Churches. 


In addition, invitations will go to 
“accredited visitors,” who will include 
representatives of interested organi- 
zations outside the Presbyterian 
Church, US, and press representatives. 





COUNCIL ELECTS M’DILL 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Dr. J. Moody 
McDill was named chairman of the 
Presbyterian, US, General Council, 
succeeding Tully Blair of Winston- 
Salem, N. C., at the Council’s fall 
meeting. Dr. McDill, pastor of 
the Fondren church in Jackson, 
Miss., has been vice-chairman of the 
agency and also chairman of its pub- 
licity committee. The new vice-chair- 
man is Emmett E. Hall, Oklahoma 
City layman. 


New committee chairmen are: Dr. 
A. H. Hollingsworth, Jr., Roanoke, Va., 
publicity; John L. Wellford, Memphis, 
Tenn., budget and stewardship; Dr. W. 
A. Benfield, Jr., Shreveport, La., pro- 
gram; and Dr. Charles R. McCain, La- 
Grange, Ga., personnel. 





No field is overlooked for Commu- 
nist infiltration; educational, cultural, 
civic, political and religious. Front 
groups, having no apparent associa- 
tion with Communists, have been cun- 
ningly herded along by Communists in 
this nation to foster sympathy and 
support for the Soviet Union—J. Ep- 
GAR HOOVER. 





funds 





Rev. JACOB PELTZ 


great want.” 





mentite Hebrew Christians Plead For Aid 


At Christmas open your heart to our Lord’s brethren in Israel, Ger- 
many, Hungary, Jugoslavia and other fields where we minister. Read 
what a veteran missionary laboring in Hungary for 36 years says:— 
“Only because of your financial support am I able to make missionary 
journeys and preach the Gospel. I am able to reach Jews who have 
never been told about Christ and His redeeming power. Also, I 
am happy to give relief to poverty-stricken Hebrew Christians with 
you have sent me. You cannot imagine what this ministry 
means to lonely, socially isolated believers. Tell your people of our 
deep gratitude for their loving help in our terrible need.” 


A missionary of ours in Israel writes regarding the condition of Hebrew Christians 
whom he visits:— “They live in very poor housing and really the heart breaks at 
seeing such poverty. But their faith is unshakable. Your relief funds aid these in 


Help relieve distress and give joy to those in need this blessed Christmas season. 
Remember particularly the children and aged whom we support in Homes. The Lord 
will surely bless those who share in this His work. 


Write for further details. 


INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, Inc. 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


Please send your gift to: 


U.S.A. 
5630-P North Campbell Ave. 
Chicago 45, Illinois 
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KENNETH KEYES SPEAKS 
AT RALLY IN SOUTHPORT 


SOUTHPORT, N. C.—‘‘Partial com- 
mittment” is the most prevalent sin 
among Christians today, layman Ken- 
neth S. Keyes of Miami told Protes- 
tants attending a stewardship rally 
sponsored by the Southport Presby- 
terian church. He urged the congre- 
gation of several hundred to tithe. 
He affirmed that tithing is a response 
of love and gratitude for the mercy 
shown to Christians by God in Jesus 
Christ. 


Members of all Protestant churches 
in this coastal town attended the ral- 
ly. Ministers reported that a greater 
response to the stewardship emphasis 
resulted, as well as several re-dedica- 
tions of faith. The Rev. Drayton 
Cooper, pastor of the sponsoring con- 
gregation, said encouraging comments 
have prompted the hope that the rally 
will become an annual event. 





CONCERT SEASON STARTS 


CONWAY, S. C. — Presbyterian 
College’s choir began its 1961-62 con- 
cert season with an appearance at 
Kingston church here. The year’s 
schedule of 28 concerts includes a 





spring tour of Florida. Dr. Edouard 
Patte, conductor, began the season hav- 
ing conducted the choir in more than 
550 presentations over the past 14 
years. 





INSTITUTE PLANNED 


JACKSON, Miss. — Plans for a 
January Theological Institute at First 
Church here have been announced by 
the Session. Featured speakers will 
be Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, editor of 
the fortnightly Christianity Today; 
Dr. Addison H. Leitch of Tarkio (Mo.) 
College and former president and pro- 
fessor of theology at Pittsburgh The- 
ological Seminary; and Dr. G. Aiken 
Taylor, editor of the Presbyterian 
Journal. Elders of the church have 
invited all interested persons to at- 
tend. Dr. John Reed Miller, pastor, 
said classes will begin after lunch, 
Monday, Jan. 8, and conclude at noon, 
Wednesday, Jan. 10. 





CONFERENCE ANNOUNCED 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Plans for a 
Church Architectural Conference 
sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches and the Church Architec- 


tural Guild of America have been an. 
nounced by the Rev. James L. Doom, 
secretary of the division’ of church 
architecture, Presbyterian, US, Board 
of Church Extension. The Cleveland, 
Ohio, conference, scheduled next 
March 20-22, has as its theme. “One 
Church! One Architecture?” 





LAYMAN—from p. 11 


sion .from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of His might” 
(II Thess. 1:7-9). 


Neither the Old nor the New Testa- 
ment offers comfort or hope to the 
unrepentant sinner. Those of us who 
live this side of Calvary should trem- 
ble at the enormity of sin which made 
necessary the death of the Son of God 
in our stead. At the same time we 
should humbly and joyously accept the 
free salvation opened to all who will 
receive it. 


There is no way to adequately 
preach the love, mercy and grace of 
God other than before the backdrop 
of His sovereign power to judge. To 
neglect the one in favor of the other 
is not to teach and preach the God of 
Holy Scriptures. 


GIVE THE JOURNAL THIS CHRISTMAS! 


Use the handy order form below—“Shop” for your gifts right in 
your home. Send us the names and addresses, along with your 
check, and the Journal will de the rest. An attractive card will 
tell the recipient of your thoughtfulness. Rates: $3 a year for 
each subscription, $2.50 a year each in groups of five or more. 


Mail to: The Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
Please send The Presbyterian Journal to the following, and send gift cards, as indicated. I en- 





close § for subscriptions. 
ee ee er ee tone en RT ees WN ois kes: 
EE ae ee ee TS ee ee eee eee Addregs................... 
RTS see a Et ele esr ei Name ................00.-.. 
I i tf a aoe dues Suu dpbchmadu nse auueseal nantes Address .................. 
EE RE SE Ee a eR ee Order sent by ....... 
20k Ae aD ee i ee ee ne ee ea Address 
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Childrens Lible Sludies 
Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
THE CONQUEST OF THE PROMISED LAND 
13. Review 

GOD DOES MIRACLES 


(Circle the letter under “YES” if the statement is true; 
circle the letter under “NO” if it is not true.) 


YES NO 

|. Aaron’s rod blossomed (Numbers 17:8) M O 
2. Moses struck the rock and milk came forth 

(Numbers 20:11) S I 
3, Everyone who looked upon the brazen serpent 

lived (Numbers 21:9) R L 
4. A giant stood in Balaam’s way 

(Numbers 22:22) U A 
5. A cow spoke like a man to Balaam 

(Numbers 22:28) F ¢ 
6. The Israelites passed over the River Jordan 

on dry ground (Joshua 3:17) |B 
7. Wall of Hebron fell flat when the people shouted 

and trumpets sounded (Joshua 6:1,20) S E 
8. The sun stood still until the battle was won 

(Joshua 10:13) S Bi 


Copy the letters circled to show what God did. 


GOD WANTS US TO OBEY HIS WORD 
Joshua 1:8; James 1:22 


God said, “This book of the law (God's Word) shall not 
depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein 


a , that thou mayest observe to 
— — according to __ __ __ that is written therein: . . . then 
thou shalt have good _. _. _. _. ___ __ __. 7 


The Junior Motto is: “Be ye — _ ___ __ __ of the word, 


* * + * 


READ AND MEMORIZE THE FOLLOWING VERSES 
Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23; Isaiah 53:5,6; I John 1:9; 
Matthew 10;32; Romans 10:9,10; John 1:12. 


(Adapted from “The Conquest of the Promised Land,” Copy- 
right 1959, by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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DIRECTOR of Christian Education 
needed by growing city church of 400. 
Send resume of experience, education 
and age to Box G, The Presbyterian 
Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 





WANTED — Responsible party to 
take over low monthly payments on a 
spinet piano. Can be seen locally. 
Write Credit Manager, P. O. Box 215, 
Shelbyville, Indiana. 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of 
the original 1879 revised editions of the 
famous McGuffey’s Readers have been — 
pleted and you can now purchase ex: 

copies at the following low prices POSTP AID: 


Ist Reader .......... $2.50 4th Reader .......... $3.50 
2nd Reader .......... $2.75 5th Reader .......... $3.75 
3rd Reader ..........$3.25 6th Reader .......... $4.25 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-12, Rowan, Iowa 


PERU 


Fan hr te 


STARTS 
SOUTH AMERICA 
CAMPAIGN 














Peru, a country almost the size of Alaska with 
1012 million people, over a million of whom 
live in Lima, has been selected for the first 
great national crusade as the Pocket Testa- 
ment League continent-wide campaign of 
mass evangelism and Scripture distributions 
gets under way. 


@ The forces arrayed against us are great and 
varied — Communism, religious opposition, 
ignorance, superstition, anti-Americanism. Our 
resources are the living Word of God, the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and the mighty ava- 
lanche of your prayers and gifts. 


@ We thank God for the strong cooperation of 
the national churches and the missionary 
agencies. Hold the campaign up in your 
prayers. And remember—continents cannot be 
evangelized without your help. 


@ Write today for illustrated folder, “South 
America Faces Destiny Years.” 


ALFRED A. KUNZ international Director 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
49 Honeck Street, Englewood, N. J. 















































MINISTERS 


John L. Fain, Jr., Kannapolis, N. 
C., has been called to the First 
Church, Hendersonville, N. C. 
William S. McAliley, from Dothan, 
Ala., to the Linden, Ala., church. 
C. R. Terrell, Laurinburg, N. C., 
to the Stanley, N. C., church. 
Duncan Campbell of the UPUSA 
Church has been called by the 
New Braunfels, Texas, church. 
C. Marshall Robinson, Bradstown, 
Ky., to the First Church, Miami 
Springs, Fla., as assistant pastor. 
Edwin W. Albright, Nashville, 
Tenn., to the Community church, 
Atlantic Beach, Fla. 
James B. Billman of the UPUSA 
Church has been received by South 
Texas Presbytery and installed as 
pastor of First Church, Raymond- 
ville, Texas. 
George F. Johnson has been hon- 
orably retired by Ouachita Presby- 
tery and will live at Fairhope, Ala. 
James Wm. Miller has been hon- 
orably retired by Wilmington Pres- 
bytery and will live at Hinesville, 
Ga. 
Elvis Clark Secoy of the Baptist 
Church has been received by Oua- 
chita Presbytery and will be super- 
intendent of the Caddo Valley 
Academy, Norman, Ark. 
Glenn O. Yount has been honorably 
retired by Winchester Presbytery 
and will live at Hickory, N. C. 
Harold M. Warehime, who is com- 
pleting his doctoral program at 
52 colorful bulletins 


BEAUTIFU add beauty and inspi- 
ration ...a different 
BULLETINS cover design for every 
Sunday. Twelve cov- 
ers in gorgeous full 
SUNDAY color, forty 2-color 
designs. High quality 
er if desired. Send for 
free color brochure. 


stock, inside pages 
From your dealer, or 





blank. Inspirational 

message on back cov- 
STANDARD PUBLISHING 

etCeelie JP.1261 





Union Seminary of New York and 
Columbia University, will become 
associate professor of Christianity 
and Society at Louisville Seminary 
in January. 


DEATHS 


A. Cullen Windham died in We- 
tumpka, Ala., Nov. 11 after an ex- 
tended illness. 





LETTERS 
STUDENTS RESPOND TO “‘S. O. S.” 


As a young, Southern Presbyterian, 
I say a loud “Amen” to the editorial 
of the November 15 issue and the 
S.0.S. article. What I cannot fathom 
is why some of these “scholarly” pro- 
fessors in some of our schools make 
a delightful hobby of destroying the 
faith of young people? Could this be 
the reason some of our conscientious 
young people are going to other schools 
— because they seek the key of knowl- 
edge that has been taken away? 


—Bill Solomon 
St. Louis, Mo. 





I appreciate very much your send- 
ing me the Journal. Your interest in 
the continuing ministry of our Church 
is heartening. 


However, I have been extremely dis- 
appointed at the seeming bitterness 
which seems to characterize much of 
your paper. Especially does your 
continual attacking of so-called “lib- 
eral” points of view and certain un- 
named Presbyterian liberal arts col- 
leges concern me. 


I have been graduated from one of 
these nefarious institutions, who taught 
me “J.E.P.D.,” and perhaps some of 
Q and M 1, 2 etc. However, may I say 
that as I have sought to understand 
the Bible and the various -ways that 
God has used to bring his proclamation 
together, that I feel more strongly its 
authority over my life. For now I 
understand that as I shied from such 
understanding by the direction of a 
few well-meaning, but immovable 
Christians, I was seeking to defend, 
not the Bible, but my own sheltered 
view of Scripture. God has given 
both mind and spirit to be developed. 
We receive His Word through Scrip- 
ture, and that Word speaks of an 
ever-patient Love. The Bible is holy, 
God is divine. We worship God, we 
reverence Scripture through which 
God speaks. To understand, with all 


the faculties which God has given, the 
make-up of Scripture, and the times 
from which it comes seems but basic 
duty. From there must we continue 
to grow in understanding. 


... The real ‘danger’ that has con- 
fronted me in these five years has 
been that my own views have been 
challenged. But thankfully, I can 
look back and say that I feel my faith 
and Christian conviction has been 
strengthened, and that J E P D mi 
M2 L and so on, notwithstanding, my 
view needed challenging and changing. 
And may it continue to be both, as God 
continues to speak in ‘Basics.’ 


—Thomas F. Mainor 
Richmond, Va. 





THIS AND THAT 


Maybe you wonder why I, a Baptist, 
am so interested in the Journal. | 
read it and then my pastor reads it. 
I mark articles of particular interest 
before passing it to him. Last Sun- 
day morning, when handing back the 
previous week’s Journal, he remarked, 
“That is a great paper!” 


—D. M. Schum 
Altoona, Penna. 


We thank you. You'll find another 
Baptist on p. 7.—Ed. 





. the most fundamental, Bible- 
believing and Christ-centered Presby- 
terian magazine in these United States. 


—Mrs. Anthony B. Hamilton 
Houston, Tex. 


We thank you, too.—Ed. 





Invest 

in lives 

and your wil 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 


6 Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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